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enGlisH abstraCts

The STory of honi hameʿagel in miShnah TaʿaniT 3:8: 
a CaSe STudy in The arT of miShnaiC narraTive

moshe simon-shoshan

The	story	of	Honi	Hameʿagel	is	perhaps	the	best	known	and	most	studied	
story in the entire mishnah. However, very few scholars have sought 
to	study	this	story	as	a	specifically	mishnaic	story.	This	article	seeks	to	
understand	the	Honi	story	in	terms	of	its	context	in	Mishnah	Taʿanit	and	
in relationship to other narratives found in the mishnah. i propose that the 
story of Honi possess a hybrid form, combining the two most common 
narrative structures in the mishnah: the exemplum and the case story. 
the article explores the consequences of the cross-generic form. in the 
final	section	I	explore	the	history	and	transmission	of	the	story	in	light	of	
similar narrative traditions found elsewhere in ancient Jewish literature.

The expanded BiBliCal STory aBouT aBigail Who prevenTS 
david from Shedding Blood

Gilad sasson

in the babylonian talmud as well as in the Palestinian talmud there is an 
expanded	biblical	story	about	Davidʼs	meeting	with	Abigail.	In	contrast	
to the biblical description where abigail succeeds in her mission due to 
her wisdom, in the talmudic renditions she does so using provocative 
sexual behavior, which seemingly presents her as a promiscuous woman. 
an analysis of the stories reveals that the Pt chooses to present abigail as 
someone	whose	aim	is	to	convert	Davidʼs	desire	for	revenge	into	sexual	
lust towards her and then prevent him from having sexual intercourse 
with her. this was the only way that enabled her to save her home and 
family. according to the bt, this behavior of abigail implies and predicts 
Davidʼs	future	sin	with	Bat-Sheva.	
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on poeTry and poTenCy: En Ron BEcha – 
a muWaShShah ̣By aBraham haBederSi

Uriah	Kfir

The	Muwashshaḥ	En ron becha is probably the last poem written by 
abraham habedersi against his rival issac haGorni. a bitter literary 
rivalry had existed between these two important Hebrew poets, who 
attacked	 each	 otherʼs	 poetry	 and	 (male)	 potency	 in	 thirteenth-century	
Provence. unfortunately, tracking the exchange of poems between the 
two	is	rather	difficult,	as	their	writings	have	been	preserved	in	separate,	
unrelated	 manuscripts.	Another,	 more	 significant	 obstacle	 is	 the	 small	
number of poems that we can attribute to haGorni, among which only one 
is addressed explicitly to habedersi.

the paper attempts to reconstruct the dialogic nature of the rivalry 
between	 the	 two.	 Its	 main	 contribution,	 beside	 publishing	 haBedersiʼs	
poem, is to show that not only can we speculate how haGorni responded 
and opposed habedersi, but we can also point at some of his expressions 
as being direct reactions to, or provocations against, his rival. reading 
their poems within a reconstructed dialogic framework will lead to a 
better understanding of what concerned these two poets in particular, but 
also of the nature of Provençal Hebrew poetry in general. 

The Tale If not hIghER and iTS haSidiC sourCe

nicham ross

In	 this	 article	 I	 engage	 in	 a	 close	 reading	 of	Y. L.	 Peretzʼs	method	 of	
adapting	an	existing	Hasidic	tale.	Rejecting	A.	Cahanaʼs	suggestion	as	to	
Peretzʼs	textual	basis	in	writing	If Not Higher, i identify the Hasidic work 
Maaseh Zaddikim	not	only	as	the	source	for	the	core	of	Peretzʼ	plot,	but	
also as the inspiration for additional themes which he incorporates and 
weaves into his tale. this leads to an analysis of the modern messages 
invested	 in	 Peretzʼs	 version	 which	 takes	 into	 account	 the	 complicated	
relationship	of	the	̒ new	Jewʼ	to	the	innocent	traditional	world	of	his	past.	In	
this	connection,	I	discuss	the	significance	of	Peretzʼ	interest	in	portraying	
the chief character of his tale as an anti-Hasidic litvak, in conversion 


